TAYLORMADE
R7

STREET PRICE

$700

LOFTS

6-iron: 28, PW: 45

TECHSTORY

Adeep-cavity design pushes the CG low and
back, fostering addItional carry despite strong
lofts. The clubface features inverted-cone
technology designed to Increase ball speed on
off-center hits. The shaft options (90-gram
steel, 65-gram graphite) are also designed for
extra distance.

PLAYER COMMENTS

“These clubs look great. Are you sure they
belong in the game-improvement category?
... The trajectory was identical on every hit....
1t could be the prettiest club out here. And the
graphite shafts are more consistent than most
graphiteiron shafts I've tried.”

HOT

Although somewhat traditional in appearance
at address, these Irons have a hot, explosive
feel that should appeal to a wide range of
players, as will the moderate offset. It has the
look of a better player'siron, but it's plenty
playable for the 15-handicapper.

NOT

Thedifference in loft between the 3-iron and
5-ironisjust 5 degrees.

THE NUMBERS
Solewidth, . ... 22mm : Topline ... ... 76 mm
Toeheight . . 55mm : Surfacearea ., . . 337cm?
Heel/toe. ... .. 89mm :
BUZZ_“
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taylormadegolf.com

OUTSTANDING .

INSTRUCTION TIPS

THE COMPLETE GUIDE TO BALL POSITION

You don’t have to read very far into
the Hot List package to see how
much technology is available to help
you hit better shots. Of course, if you
don't understand the basics of ball
position relative to the club you're
hitting, you're going to waste some
of that newfound advantage.

To know the right ball position
and why it should change depending
on the kind of shot you're hitting,
you need to understand spine angle.
Basically, your spine should tilt away
from the target more for longer
shots with longer clubs. The optimal
ball position for each shotis a
function of that spine tilt.

Let's start with short irons. When
you're hitting a pitching wedge, you're
much more concerned with precision
than power. The club is shorter, and
you swing it ona more upright plane.
You also hit the shot with a distinctly
downward strike. That means bail
position should be just ahead of
center. You can find this by dangling
the club from the buttons of your shirt
and setting up with the ball just
ahead of animaginary line extending

down from the club. This way, you're
set up so the bottom of your swing
arc comes just past the ball—ideal
for that downward strike.

For a middte iron (5-iron through
7-iron), your stance gets a bit wider
than it was for the short iron, and
ball position moves closer to your
left foot by two inches. You have

SPINE ANGLE
ISTHE KEY

TO DETERMINING
YOUR SETUP.

more spine tilt for this shot (to
create more leverage and speed),
but the swing arc still bottoms out
on the target side of the ball.

When you get to your long irons,
hybrids and fairway woods, you're
trying to sweep the ball off the
ground with a flatter swing. The
bottom of your swing arc should
come right at the ball, so ball
position moves to about three
inches inside the left foot.

O ausoinwomens

When you get to the driver,
you're actually hitting the ball on
the upswing—and doing that
effectively is the best way to take
advantage of the weighting
technology that has been
engineered into the big 460 cubic-
centimeter clubheads.

To get that upward strike, you
need a more significant spine tilt
away from the target, because
power and leverage are more
important than precision. By
setting up with the ball two inches
inside your left heel, you'll be able
to extend your arms through
impact and generate maximum
clubhead speed.

Getting the ball-position
fundamental right is particularly
important with the driver. If you
play the ball too close to the center
of your stance with such a long
club, you're going to launch the ball
too low or hit weak shots to the
right because you're scooping your
hands to try to compensate for the
low launch.

MIKE DAVIS with MATTHEW RUDY

% CATEGORY LEADER



